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In between a map and a timeline,
this chart plots 50 innovation
highlights from 2016 to today, and
identifies a few macro-trends
underpinning them.
This is just a prototype, and it’s
therefore highly incomplete in
capturing the whole set of
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🤖
Artificial Intelligence

Pokemon GO

AlphaGo

Amazon Echo

Bitcoin

A Tesla in space

Straw ban

Nike’s campaign

Launched in 2016, it brought
Augmented Reality in the hands
of over 150 million active users.

In 2016, AlphaGo becomes the
first computer program to beat
a 9-dan Go champion.

Featuring Alexa, the smart speaker
Amazon Echo sells 20 million devices
in 2017.

Bitcoin, arguably the most renowned
application of blockchain technologies,
reached 17,252$ in Nov 2018.

A Tesla Roadster (with mannequin) is
sent in space as the dummy payload
for the Falcon Heavy test flight.

A video of a seaturtle with a straw up
its nose reached 34ml views and
caused a wave of plastic straw bans.

A brave tv and print adv campaign
by Nike featuring the football player
Colin Kaepernick.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/insertcoin/
2018/06/27/pokemon-go-is-more-popularthan-its-been-at-any-point-since-launchin-2016/#4af97d84cfd2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AlphaGo

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Echo

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bitcoin

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Elon_Musk's_Tesla_Roadster

http://time.com/5339037/turtle-videoplastic-straw-ban/

https://www.vox.com/2018/9/24/17895704/nikecolin-kaepernick-boycott-6-billion

Waymo, the first robotaxi
Google’s self-driving ride-hailing
service launches in Phoenix. It’s the first
commercial self-driving taxi in history.
https://www.economist.com/gulliver/
2018/11/23/here-come-the-self-driving-taxis

🚗
Self-driving whatever

🌏
World citizenships
Revolut

Face ID

Impossible Burgers

Starbuck on racial bias

Vector

A boring tunnel

Netflix’s Bandersnatch

Amazon Scout

China’s Social Credit Score

After revolutionising the co-working
industry, the We Company launches
a co-living concept.

A bank account for Millennials: no
international fees + a global health and
travel insurance included in the price.

Released on iPhone X, it allows
biometric authentication for unlocking
a device, making payments, and other.

They're making meat using
plants, so that we never have to
use animals again.

Starbucks closed its 8,000 stores to
train its 175,000 employees about
racial sensitivity, following an accident.

AI-driven robots enter the home of
millions in the form of a little, cute
spider. AI doesn’t need to look scary.

The Boring Company opens a 2-miles
test tunnel in California for
underground self-driving mobility.

In this Black Mirror episode, you
choose how the story evolves. A first
experiment with interactive content,

A last-mile self-driving delivery bot —
an early application of self-driving
technologies in a low risk environment.

China plans to rank all its citizens’
“social credit” by 2020, to make them
perform as better citizens.

https://www.opendoor.com/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/insertcoin/
2018/06/27/pokemon-go-is-more-popularthan-its-been-at-any-point-since-launchin-2016/#4af97d84cfd2

https://www.revolut.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Face_ID

https://impossiblefoods.com/

https://www.forbes.com/sites/shephyken/
2018/06/01/starbucks-closes-8000-storesfor-racial-bias-training-is-it-enough/
#494598c82831

https://www.anki.com/en-us/vector

https://www.boringcompany.com/testtunnel

https://www.netflix.com/title/80988062

https://www.theverge.com/2019/1/23/18194566/
amazon-scout-autonomous-six-wheeled-deliveryrobot

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Social_Credit_System

X FACTOR

WeLive

Sell your house in minutes: Opendoor
bundles listing, renovation and selling
into one single service.

⚖

Opendoor

Hyper
🐙 personalization

🎭

WOW Air

HelloFresh

MoBike

Powering Google Assistant, Google
Home is a home assistant that
reminds you things and plays music.

A low-cost trans-oceanic airline. By
saving on meals and entertainment,
it offers flights for as low as 45$.

Dinner-in-a-box service: 5 recipes,
with ingredients and instructions,
delivered weekly to your doorstep.

Free-floating bike sharing, which
you can use in over 200 cities in the
world with the same membership.

https://store.google.com/product/
google_home

https://simpleflying.com/wow-air-continuedstruggles/

http://hellofresh.com/

https://mobike.com/global/

Whim

Scribd unlimited

Google Duplex

Spotify Ancestry

Patagonia’s donation

Hololens 2

Google Maps AR

AmazonGo cashierless stores

Bike sharing, car sharing, and public
transport, all in one monthly
subscription.

Scribd brings together the best
books, audiobooks, and journalism.
For 8.99$/month.

A Google Assistant's feature that is
able to make simple phone calls on
your behalf, e.g. making reservations.

Your AncestryDNA results can play
a unique Spotify mix of music,
inspired by your origins.

Patagonia announces it will donate
the $10 million it saved from Trump’s
tax cuts to environmental groups.

Microsoft launches Hololens 2, the
second generation of its $3500 AR
headset for business.

Augmented reality applied to Google
Maps on your smartphone — further
simplifying urban navigation.

Amazon is planning to open as many as
3,000 cashierless and unmanned stores
by 2021.

https://whimapp.com

scribd.com

https://www.androidauthority.com/what-isgoogle-duplex-869476/

https://www.ancestry.com/cs/spotify

http://fortune.com/2018/11/29/patagonia-todonate-entire-trump-administration-corporate-taxcut-to-environmental-groups-ceo-calls-tax-cutirresponsible/

https://www.theverge.com/2019/2/24/18235460/
microsoft-hololens-2-price-specs-mixed-reality-arvr-business-work-features-mwc-2019

https://www.wsj.com/articles/its-the-realworldwith-google-maps-layered-ontop-11549807200?mod=e2twd

https://www.bloomberg.com/technology
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Syntethic reality

B Corp

Everlane

Neuralink

Zipline

Bird

Huel: powdered food

Apple Store Milan

Chatbots

Google Lookout

hai

A growing family of organizations that
voluntarily adhere to sustainability and
transparency standards.

A radically-transparent apparel brand:
cost breakdown, ethical factories, and
sustainability reports.

Founded by Elon Musk, this neurotechnology startup designs implantable
brain–computer interfaces.

A delivery drone that aims to
provide every human with instant
access to vital medical supplies.

The dockless scooter-share
company is the quickest “unicorn” in
history (only 9 months!).

Vegan, natural, and with a perfect
nutritional balance, Huel promises
fast, healthy nutrition.

Not only a store, but a public space
and urban regeneration. Private
labels sponsoring public projects.

“Chatbots will power 85 percent of all
customer service interactions by the
year 2020” — Inc.com

Google releases Lookout app that
identifies objects for the blind and the
visually impaired.

This AI assistant gives tailored
recommendations about books,
movies, and restaurants you will love.

https://bcorporation.eu

https://www.everlane.com/about

https://waitbutwhy.com/2017/04/
neuralink.html

https://flyzipline.com/impact/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bird_(company)

https://www.forbes.com/sites/katrinafox/
2018/07/20/how-this-vegan-powered-foodbrand-is-set-to-hit-45m-in-turnover-justthree-years-after-it-launched/#655bb15d7ff7

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2018/07/
apple-piazza-liberty-now-open-in-milan/

https://www.inc.com/rebecca-hinds/by-2020youre-more-likely-to-have-a-conversation-withthis-than-with-your-spouse.html

https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/13/18263426/
google-lookout-ai-visually-impaired-blind-appassistance

https://ritual.com/

Google Digital Wellbeing

Project Dragonfly

Focals by North

Care of

Lil Miquela

Upsolve

Monthly, curated boxes of vitamins,
thoroughly tailored to your goals
(health, fitness, brain, and more).

Lil Miquela (1.5ml followers on
Instagram) is a fictional character, digital
art project, model, and music artist.

This nonprofit startup wants to destigmatize the process of filing for
bankruptcy.

https://takecareof.com

https://www.wsj.com/articles/its-the-realworldwith-google-maps-layered-ontop-11549807200?mod=e2twd

https://upsolve.org/

🤓
A new spring for AR

Airbnb OpenHomes

Single’s Day

Offer free, temporary housing to
people who’ve left their home due to
conflict, disasters, or medical care.

The holiday has become the largest
Just essential nutrients that are
offline and online shopping day in the
usually lacking in most diets,
world, with US$25.4 bl sales on Alibaba. delivered to your door every month.

Similarly to iOS Screen Time, Digital
Wellbeing allows you to mindfully set
limits to your screen use.

Over 1,400 Google employees
demanded more ethical transparency
and accountability.

599$ AR glasses that look like normal
prescription glasses. Is this the starting
point for widespread AR goggles?

https://www.airbnb.com/openhomes

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singles%27_Day

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.google.android.apps.wellbeing&hl=en

https://www.theverge.com/
2018/8/16/17702464/google-searchcensorship-china-protest-project-dragonfly

https://www.bynorth.com/focals
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https://ritual.com/
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Ritual vitamins
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Ethics
Economy

Artificial
Intelligence

Extreme
boundling

A new spring
for AR

World
citizenships

Syntethic
reality

Hyper
personalization

Millennials and Gen Z expect brands to walk
their talk when it comes to sustainability and
transparency. Brands win customer
preference by demonstrating that they truly
care about ethical and political stances.

While DeepMind, GAFA, and all
major economies are looking into
advanced research around AI and
machine learning, consumer
applications are multiplying.

For our convenience, services that we
were used to consider separated are
being merged into a single one. This
allows brands to satisfy customers’
higher levels of needs.

After Pokemon Go brought AR in the
hands of millions, a new spring of AR
applications and content may begin. How
can we add an enriched layer of
information to our reality?

The world is getting smaller: people,
information, and goods travel around the
world at increasing speed and convenience.
How can your products and services target
the growing community of global citizens?

Through chatbots, mini-robots, and image
generation, we’re giving intelligence (and
“life”, in a way) to artificial technologies,
challenging our previous sense of “truth”
and “authenticity”.

Products and services recognize our face or
fingeprint, know our musical tastes,
recommend us books and tv shows that we’ll
love, and deliver us an experience that is
increasingly tailored-made.

M E G AT R E N D 08
🎭
Self-driving
whatever

🚗

With self-driving technologies becoming
more widely available, whatever needs to
move can be put on automatic wheels.
Expect cars, pizzas and coffee to come to
you by themselves.

